
PCAsia's Capacity-Building of Parliamentary Staff to Use 
Scientific Research for Informed Decision-Making to 

Support AIPA Member Parliaments 

Summary 

PCAsia emphasizes the pivotal role of enhancing scientific 
research engagement within AIPA member parliaments to promote 
evidence-based policymaking and effective governance. By fostering 

the integration of scientific knowledge into legislative processes, parliamentarians can make 
decisions that are informed, responsive to societal needs, and aligned with contemporary 
challenges such as public health, environmental protection, and technological innovation. This 
approach ensures that policy decisions reflect the most accurate and relevant data, reinforcing 
the credibility and legitimacy of governance. 

Additionally, collaboration between scientists and legislators enhances transparency and 
accountability, ultimately building public trust in governmental institutions. By promoting 
interdisciplinary approaches, parliaments can address complex issues through comprehensive 
and inclusive solutions, enriching legislative discourse and outcomes. PCAsia’s efforts to 
strengthen the capacity of AIPA member parliaments in this regard focus on creating a culture of 
inquiry and evidence-based decision-making, empowering lawmakers to adopt policies that 
support long-term development and societal well-being. 

1. Introduction 

PCAsia recognizes that in today’s governance landscape, the integration of scientific research is 
critical for addressing complex issues faced by AIPA member parliaments. Informed decision-
making relies on evidence-based approaches that can anticipate future challenges while 
addressing current concerns. Scientific research offers parliamentarians the tools to enhance 
their legislative effectiveness, ensuring that policies are grounded in factual and reliable data. 

The role of PCAsia is to provide training and technical assistance to help parliaments bridge the 
gap between scientific research and policy formulation. By doing so, PCAsia supports the 
development of innovative and sustainable solutions to challenges such as climate change, public 
health crises, and cybersecurity. This integration strengthens the democratic process by fostering 
a legislative environment where decisions are based on empirical evidence, increasing public 
trust in both the process and the outcomes. 

2. The Impact of Scientific Research on Legislative Decision-Making 

Scientific research plays a transformative role in legislative decision-making by providing data-
driven insights that enhance policy formulation. For example, evidence from public consultations 
and participatory processes can help shape national agendas on critical issues such as 
environmental conservation and data privacy. By relying on empirical data, AIPA member 



parliaments can ensure that their decisions are sustainable and responsive to the needs of their 
constituents. 

PCAsia’s capacity-building programs emphasize the importance of incorporating scientific 
research into policy deliberations, highlighting case studies from across the region. These 
programs focus on fostering collaboration between parliamentarians and scientific communities 
to improve legislative frameworks and governance outcomes. 

3. Challenges and Barriers to Utilizing Scientific Research in Parliaments 

Despite the clear benefits, AIPA member parliaments face several challenges in integrating 
scientific research into their legislative processes. These challenges include a lack of access to 
scientific data, limited technical expertise, and political and cultural barriers that may hinder the 
adoption of evidence-based policies. Institutional inertia and resistance to change can further 
exacerbate these issues. 

PCAsia seeks to address these barriers by providing targeted interventions, including training 
programs, access to scientific networks, and tools to help parliamentarians engage more 
effectively with scientific research. By overcoming these challenges, AIPA member parliaments 
can enhance their capacity to formulate policies that are both effective and sustainable. 

4. Conclusion 

PCAsia’s commitment to enhancing scientific research engagement within AIPA member 
parliaments is essential for fostering informed policymaking and strengthening democratic 
governance. By building capacity in this area, PCAsia helps ensure that legislative decisions are 
grounded in sound scientific principles and aligned with long-term development goals. This focus 
on evidence-based governance not only improves policy outcomes but also promotes public trust 
in the legislative process. By integrating scientific insights into their work, AIPA member 
parliaments are better equipped to address complex societal challenges and contribute to the 
overall well-being of their citizens. 

 


