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INTRODUCTION

During his acceptance speech at the 44" AIPA General Assembly in Jakarta, President of the
National Assembly of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and the incoming President of
AIPA H.E. Xaysomphone Phomvihane announced that “The Role of Parliaments in Enhancing
Connectivity and Inclusive Growth of ASEAN” would be the theme of the 45™ AIPA.

He highlighted some priority areas of improved connectivity that could be addressed such
as “transport, telecommunication, energy, and other sectors to facilitate trade, investment,
production, services, tourism, and people-to-people linkages.” On the economic front, he
noted the additional “aim to enhance economic connectivity and integration within ASEAN
and with other regions to ensure ASEAN’s economic resilience, equitable development, and
to narrow the development gap, ultimately improving the livelihoods of the people and
leaving no one behind.”

In this context, this Atlas of Parliamentary Diplomacy 2024 aims to contribute to fruitful
discussions that will take place in Vientiane during the 45" AIPA General Assembly on
aspects of this timely theme. As such, the volume, which is the forth in PCAsia’s atlas series,
is composed of three chapters including figures and maps on (1) ASEAN Connectivity, (2)
Inclusive Growth, and (3) The Role of AIPA and Its Member Parliaments. The texts within each
chapter are meant to share a variety of diverse perspectives from its individual contributors
that parliamentarians can consider when addressing the challenges and opportunities that
they confront, as representatives of the people of ASEAN.

Asatraininginstitution and longstanding partner of the National Assembly of Lao PDR, PCAsia
has the mandate to contribute to the capacity development of AIPA Member Parliaments
according to the MoU signed at the initiative of the AIPA Secretary General and endorsed
by successive resolutions of the AIPA General Assembly. For this reason, the parliamentary
staff from AIPA Member Parliaments, in particular those from the Secretariat of the National
Assembly of Lao PDR, who joined the Programme on Parliamentary Diplomacy training that
took place in Vientiane in 2023, have contributed to this Atlas. Their articles can be found
in the chapter on ASEAN Connectivity.

As H.E. Xaysomphone Phomvihane explained during his acceptance speech in Jakarta, the
success of the 45" AIPA General Assembly requires support and cooperation amongst
various stakeholders. Through this Atlas, PCAsia is pleased to play a role in this, facilitated
by the confidence of AIPA Member Parliaments. Specifically, this Atlas on Parliamentary
Diplomacy 2024 hopes to contribute to the support of parliamentarians to achieve the goal
of the General Assembly in Vientiane “to strengthen the role of AIPA in driving ASEAN’s
efforts towards fostering a united, inclusive, and resilient ASEAN community, while also
enhancing regional connectivity and integration.”

Prasnar YI
Executive Director
Parliamentary Centre of Asia
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ASEAN CONNECTIVITY

The Vientiane Declaration on the Adoption of the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity
2025 was issued on 6 September 2016 Its goal is to achieve a seamlessly and
comprehensively connected and integrated ASEAN that will promote competitiveness,
inclusiveness, and a greater sense of community.

@ ©® © © 0 0 0 0 0000 0000000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 00000000 000000000 0,
.

Given the dynamic environment in which ASEAN Connectivity takes place, it is
crucial to consider the emerging trends that will influence the ASEAN Connectivity
2025 agenda. These include: a doubling of the number of ASEAN households that
are part of the “consuming class” over the next 15 years; the challenge of improving
productivity to sustain economic progress as growth in the size of the workforce
starts to slow; the movement of 90 million more people to cities within ASEAN by
2030; the need for infrastructure spending to more than double from the historical
levels; the challenge of equipping the world’s third-largest labour force with the
skills needed to support growth and inclusiveness; the emergence of disruptive
technologies; the opportunity to transform natural resource efficiency in the region;
and the imperative to understanding the implications for ASEAN as the world shifts
towards a multipolar global power structure.

MPAC 2025 will focus on five strategic areas to achieve this vision:
* Sustainable infrastructure
« Digital innovation
e Seamless logistics
* Regulatory excellence
* People mobility

® ¢ 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000 0 00
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Source: Executive summary of MPAC 2025

Connectivity in ASEAN encompasses the physical (e.g., transport, ICT, and energy),
institutional (e.g., trade, investment, and services liberalisation), and people-to-people
linkages (e.g., education, culture, and tourism) that are the foundational supportive means
to achieving the economic, political-security, and socio-cultural pillars of an integrated
ASEAN Community.

TFull text in Annex 1.
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1.1 ROAD AND RAIL CONNECTIVITY

1.1.1 OVERVIEW OF LAO PDR FROM LAND-LOCKED TO
LAND-LINKED

By Phonlavan Vilaythong, Dalany Inthathilath, and Keomany Sakanthong

CONTEXT

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) is a land-locked country, and so
depends on neighbouring countries’ infrastructure to import and transport its goods.
As a result, the success or failure of Laos relies on the efficiency of these countries’
infrastructure networks. Laos’ international logistics system of the “sea-road” combination
passes through the Danang port in Vietnam, and through Thailand, which leads to high
production and logistics costs [1] .

The road network of Laos has historically been susceptible to climate change risks, and
the growing threat of natural disasters, including extreme heat, flooding and landslides,
has increased the need for emergency repair. A reasonable portion of the road network
is therefore in poor condition. Seasonal closures are frequent due to surface conditions,
deficient drainage systems, floods, and landslides. The potential impacts of this situation
are expected to increase due to expanding economic activities in agricultural production,
manufacturing, logistics services, and tourism [2].

PROJECT BENEFITS

Given these circumstances, the Lao-China Railway is helping to transform the Lao PDR
from a land-locked country to a land-linked connected economy. The railway connects
Vientiane with China, enabling it to better integrate economically with other countries
in the region [2]. The railway as a new mode of transport is fundamentally altering the
economic geography and the logistics environment in the country, but the success of the
railway will depend on the availability of efficient and modern logistics services, some
of which are currently missing. Such services will need to reliably and cost-effectively
link the economy to the railway, making the rail corridor attractive for freight transport
in and out of Lao PDR. This is especially important for the railway to attract cargo flows
from other modes of transport [2]. The tourism industry can also benefit, greatly from
an increase in demand for passenger rail traffic [2].

Overall, Lao’s tourism industry stands to benefit greatly from an increase in demand
for passenger rail traffic, which is expected to account for the majority of train traffic
by 2030. To further this benefit the Lao government can consider methods to simplify
border clearance procedures to minimise delays, providing public transport facilities,
and improving tourist attractions [4] .



China-Indochina Peninsula Economic Corridor
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KEY CONSIDERATIONS

The overall success of the railway depends on attracting enough cargo and passenger
traffic, which will require a shift of transit flows between China and ASEAN toward rail.
Currently, trade flows between China and ASEAN rely mainly on maritime routes [3].
The transportation via the Lao-China Railway for export and import is expected to be
particularly attractive for goods such as cloth materials, electronics, chemical fertiliser,
rubber, and fruit, which can involve countries in ASEAN such as Laos, Thailand, Malaysia,
Vietnam, Cambodia, and Singapore [2].

To take maximum advantage of the new railway, the Lao government can consider
undertaking bold policy reforms to facilitate trade, improve connectivity, and simply
doing business. These reforms have the potential to contribute to making the country
more attractive as a new investment destination and link it to major production and
consumption areas in China and ASEAN. For example, Lao PDR could develop into a
logistics hub, while targeted investments in agriculture and tourism could result in new
export opportunities [3]. To ensure the safety for the operation of the railway in terms
of both cargo and passengers, the Lao PDR security forces are charged with protecting
and maintaining security along the rail route [4].
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The ability to provide smooth transit services will be key in confirming the corridor’s
value-for-money and making it an attractive option for the transport of goods between
parts of ASEAN countries and China. For example, allowing customs declarations to be
submitted electronically and adopting the railway consignment note to act as transit
documents could improve the effectiveness of the transit system for goods and the
appeal of the Lao-China Railway.

PROGRESS TO-DATE

©©® © © 0 0 0 00 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000 0,

The Lao-China Railway Co., Ltd. (LCRC) between the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic (Lao PDR) and the People’s Republic of China (PRC), continues to increase
its capacity with the procurement of a new electric multiple unit (EMU) train in
September (2023). The added EMU will accommodate the growing number of train
passengers and support Visit Laos Year 2024. Since its opening in December 2021,
the railway has transported more than 3 million passengers and exported around 5.4
million tons of goods, which include fruits, potato flour, barley, rubber, beer, iron ore,
concentrated iron ore, and chemical fertilizer. The volume of goods exported this
year increased by 138%, compared to the same period last year.

e®® 000 0000000000000 0000,
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Source: Greater Mekong Subregion Updated 21-09-23

In response to the increased demand for rail travel, the LCR has proactively taken
steps to enhance its services. The railway saw a remarkable 103.7% increase in
passenger traffic in 2023, with over 1.75 million passengers traveling from January
to September. To improve efficiency and accommodate the growing demand, the
company introduced a new electric multiple-unit (EMU) train and launched an app
for Android and |OS for ticket purchasing. Beyond domestic transport within Laos,
the LCR has successfully connected Vientiane Capital, Laos, to Kunming, the capital
of southwest China’s Yunnan province, in April last year. In late 2023, the rail operator
also launched the route between Vientiane Capital and Beijing, the capital of China.

e ®© 0 0000000000000 000 0 0,
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Source: Laotian Times 23-01-24

Construction of a now completed segment of the Lao-China railway along the Mekong River in Northern
Laos (Photo: Ashley Westerman/NPR, 26 April 2019)



EMU train at Vientiane Station (Photo by Dominik Landwehr)

1.1.2 KUALA LUMPUR-SINGAPORE HIGH-SPEED RAIL (HSR)

By Johari Abdul Ghani

PROJECT BACKGROUND

@ ©® © © 0 0 0 0 0 0 0000000000000 0000000 0000000000000 000000000 000000000000 0000,
o

Malaysia’s government is under sudden pressure to revive a multibillion-dollar high-
speed rail (HSR) link to Singapore, after the nation’s king-in-waiting said it should
be brought back, sparking public debate on the project three years after it was
shelved.

The link, originally mooted in 2016, aimed to provide a 90-minute direct rail
connection between Malaysia’s capital Kuala Lumpur and Singapore.

e®® 000000000000 0 0,
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Source: South China Morning Post 19 December 2023
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SIGNING CEREMONY
OF THE
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF MALAYSIA
AND

OVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SINGA
CONCERNING THE

ALA LUMPUR - SINGAPORE HIGH SPEED R

19 JULY 2016, PUTRAJAYA

Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak after the
signing ceremony of the high-speed rail link in July 2016. (Photo: AFP)

The Kuala Lumpur-Singapore High-Speed Rail (HSR) was cancelled in December 2020
in part due to the multibillion-dollar price tag despite its potential to become the pivotal,
final piece in a Beijing-backed puzzle of high-speed rail lines connecting southern China
to Singapore [5].

Johor ruler Sultan lbrahim Iskandar, who assumed his duties as Malaysia’s king in January
2024, said in an interview with Singapore’s The Straits Times that reviving the HSR would
be a priority of his five-year term [6].

Malaysia’s decision to cancel the estimated USD 17 billion project has left it lagging behind
some of its regional peers in rail connectivity and speed. “If the project is financially
viable, the private sector could easily pay and fund it. But if it is not, then the project
would not go ahead, irrespective of who owns what assets or which alignment is best.”

PROJECT BENEFITS

The Kuala Lumpur-Singapore High-Speed Rail (HSR) is a proposed railway project that
seeks to link Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia’s capital city, with Singapore, one of the most
important financial hubs in Southeast Asia. The HSR line will span approximately 350
kilometres, with multiple stops along the way, including major cities such as Seremban,
Melaka, and Muar.



The HSR project is anticipated to have a significant positive impact on the Malaysian
economy, helping to:

* Enhance connectivity between Malaysia and Singapore, allowing faster and more
convenient travel for both business and pleasure. The approximately 90-minute
reduction in travel time between Kuala Lumpur and Singapore is anticipated to
increase cross-border commerce, tourism, and investments.

« Catalyse tourism growth by attracting more international visitors to Malaysia. In
addition, improved access to renowned destinations along the HSR route, such as
Melaka, will increase tourist spending and benefit local businesses.

* Foster greater economic integration and connectivity between Malaysia and
Singapore, creating opportunities for collaboration in various sectors. Enhanced
connectivity will facilitate the movement of goods, services, and skilled labour,
fostering cross-border investments and joint ventures.

The construction and operation of the HSR will generate many employment opportunities
in various industries, including engineering, transportation, hospitality, and tourism. This
infrastructure initiative has the potential to stimulate employment and contribute to
local economic development.

The Kuala Lumpur-Singapore High Speed Rail

SELANGOR
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SEPANG-PUTRAJAYA
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MALAYSIA

NEGERI SEMBILAN PAHANG

MALACCA

“\ AYER KEROH

Legend
Kuala Lumpur-Singapore High Speed Rail BATU PAHAT
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KEY CONSIDERATIONS

Even though the Kuala Lumpur-Singapore HSR project presents Malaysia with potential
benefits, it is essential to consider a number of critical factors before making any final
decisions. Important considerations include:

e Cost and Financing: The Kuala Lumpur-Singapore HSR is a significant infrastructure
project that requires substantial investment. It is crucial to carefully consider the
financial implications, including construction, operation, and maintenance costs.
Exploring numerous financing options, such as public-private partnerships or
international collaborations, can help alleviate the burden on public funds.

e Environmental Impact: The construction and operation of the HSR may have
environmental consequences, including land acquisition, noise pollution, and
carbon emissions. Conducting thorough environmental assessments and instituting
mitigation measures will be vital to minimising any adverse effects and ensuring
sustainable development.

Regulatory Framework: Establishing a robust regulatory framework that governs the
HSR initiative is essential. This includes addressing cross-border cooperation issues,
operational standards, safety protocols, and dispute-resolution mechanisms. In
addition, cooperation between Malaysian and Singaporean authorities will be crucial
in ensuring the smooth and efficient operation of the HSR.

1

1.2 ELECTRICITY NETWORK CONNECTIVITY

CONTEXT

@ ® © © 0 0 0000 0000000000000 000000000 00000000000 00000000000 0000000000000 e,
.

While tensions in the South China Sea and the Burmese crisis are present in
Southeast Asian news, few media outlets talk about the rivalry between major
powers gradually taking hold in the Mekong River basin region. This continental
Southeast Asian region comprises six countries, five of which are part of ASEAN
(Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam), and link China, the sixth, to the
warm seas.

ASEAN CONNECTIVITY

ELECTRICITY NETWORK CONNECTIVITY

In recent years, the Mekong Basin has become a strategic region where China and
the United States are engaged in a muted but very real competition, with an interplay
of institutions established by China and the United States/Japan to manage the
resources of the Mekong River.
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Source: Cooperation and rivalries in the Mekong Basin, IRASEC, 2023)
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Rivers, Rivers Lancang and Mekong, Mekong Basin

e
Source : Stimson Institute, Mekong Dam Monitor
https://www.stimson.org/project/mekong-dam-monitor
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1.2.1 JUMPP ACTION PLAN

OVERVIEW

@ ©® © © 0 0 0 0 00 000000000000 000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 00000000000 0,

On April 6, Japan and the United States, together with the Mekong countries,
announced the JUMPP Action Plan at the Friends of the Mekong Senior Officials
Meeting held in Vientiane, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic.

JUMPP is an initiative launched by Japan and the United States in 2019 to maintain
and promote a more sustainable energy sector and quality energy infrastructure
development that meet the needs of the people of the Mekong, bearing in mind that
the electricity demand is soaring in the Mekong countries due to rapid economic
growth.

The announced JUMPP Action Plan contains various technical assistance programs
that Japan and the United States will implement over the next few years based on
the needs of the Mekong region.

The Action Plan includes various technical cooperation projects by Japan, including
the “Project for Integrated Energy Master Plan towards Sustainable Carbon Neutral
Society” for Laos, which was launched in February this year (2023).

Japan will contribute to the strengthening of the energy sector and decarbonisation
in the Mekong region through technical assistance in cooperation with the United
States and the Mekong countries.

©©© © 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0000000000000 0000000000000 000 0000 e,
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Source: Release of the Japan-U.S. Mekong Power Partnership (JUMPP) Action Plan, MOFA Japan April 6,
2023

1.2.2 LAO PDR-THAILAND-MALAYSIA SINGAPORE POWER
INTEGRATION PROJECT (LTMS-PIP)

>
E
>
(=
[*]
w
z
z
o
(Y]
z
<
w
(%]
<

>
E
2
[
(¢
w
z
z
o
(%]
4
24
o
3
-
w
z
>
L
=
24
-
[¢]
w
]
w

By Teangorn Homphouvong, Khamvilay Chanthavong, and Pakaluck Phommyxay

INTRODUCTION

The Lao PDR-Thailand-Malaysia-Singapore Power Integration Project (LTMS-PIP) is
the first multilateral cross-border electricity trade involving four ASEAN countries, and
serves as a pathfinder towards realising the broader ASEAN Power Grid (APG) vision of
multilateral electricity trading beyond neighbouring countries in the region. An MOU was
signed between the Lao PDR, Thailand and Malaysia on 21 September 2016 at the 34th
ASEAN Ministers of Energy Meeting (AMEM) held in Myanmar for the implementation of
Phase 1. Singapore started importing renewable energy from Laos through Thailand and
Malaysia on 23 June 2022.

The project accounted for more than 170,000 megawatt hours of electricity imported to

Singapore from Lao PDR from 23 June to 31 October that year, and this flow of electricity
was “stable” (November 2022).

18



IMPLEMENTATION

The project had an implementation schedule in two phases:

* Phase 1: 2018-2019 (LTM-PIP) Power Trade of up to 100 MW between Lao PDR and
Malaysia via Thailand only utilising existing networks and interconnections.

* Phase 2: 2020 and beyond (LTMS-PIP) Expansion to include Singapore with a second
interconnection cable between Singapore and Malaysia back in service.

Benefits of the LTMS-PIP.

1. The LTMS-PIP can benefit all four countries, by facilitating the development of a
regional market for electricity trading, promoting investments, and enhancing
regional electricity supply security and cost-competitiveness. This would help to
drive the development and deployment of low carbon energy solutions in the region.

2. The LTMS-PIP advances sustainability goals by tapping on the abundance of
renewable energy from the region, to advance sustainable energy goals to
progressively decarbonise electricity generation and diversify energy supply.

3. The project supports the broader ASEAN Power Grid vision, as it creates the
opportunity to trade electricity beyond neighbouring borders and enhance energy
resilience. The ASEAN Power Grid also aims to promote clean and renewable energy
integration in the region.

Power from Laos to Singapore 1
"-/’z\__ < ''''' LAOS

L « Electricity is transmitted to Thailand
7 M [\ e State Utility: Electricity of Laos

E L | Two-year PPA signed between Keppel
| ¥ THAILAN D\ | Electricand Laos in 2021
i‘ — <\ | 100 MW of electricity import commenced

0 150 300 km s |, - g
m/ I.AOT;\ ...... \.‘? Hydropower Dams in Laos generate electricity

_',.._..-J

ASEAN CONNECTIVITY

ELECTRICITY NETWORK CONNECTIVITY

[ 1

( )| on23June 2022
/ ) \J (o
THAILAND

» Electricity is transmitted to Malaysia
« State Utility: Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand

MALAYSIA
LAYSIA |« Electricity is transmitted to Singapore

» State Utility: Tenaga Nasinal Berhad
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* Receiving company: Keppel Electric
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Source: Beatrice Riingen, former intern, ISEAS, September 2022
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CHALLENGES AND OBSTACLES

Since the LTMS-PIP is the first such project in the ASEAN region, there are still many
challenges and obstacles, especially the problems related to coordination relations. Laos
has limited room to manoeuvre given that China owns the Laotian high voltage network
and also faces challenges and obstacles due to a lack of experts in the field required to
manage the system when there are problems related to finances, legal/regulatory issues,
technology, and harmonisation of standards. Each country’s financial system mechanisms
are different, making budgeting and spending difficult. Regulations and legal frameworks
are still inconsistent, making the implementation mechanisms difficult and often delayed.

CONCLUSION

“At the third LTMS Ministerial Meeting held on 15 September 2022, Ministers from the four
countries issued a joint statement that welcomed further discussions on enhancements
and future plans to support multilateral power trade” according to the Minister for Trade
and Industry of Singapore, Gan Kim Yong.

The benefits of the grid could be fully realised via a robust multilateral energy trade system
with harmonised grid codes, ironed-out wheeling charges, and a regional coordinator.
This can provide opportunities to tap low-carbon and renewable energy sources in the
region and contributes towards economic development and improved energy security and
stability.

To overcome long-standing technical and institutional challenges, countries in the
Greater Mekong Subregion can also look towards the benefits to be gained from further
cooperation.

The Nam Ou 1 hydropower plant of the Nam Ou River Cascade Hydropower Project
in Luang Prabang, Laos (Photo by KAIKEO SAIYASANE / Xinhua via AFP)

PROGRESS UPDATE
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In 2020, more than 80 % of new capacity was from renewables, but to date (22-02-
2024), only eight out of 18 key interconnections planned under the ASEAN Power
Grid (APG) have been completed. Most are bilateral arrangements.
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Source: Electricity Network LTMS PIP, Source: Fulcrum 22 February 2024



1.2.3 COMPONENT OF THE ASEAN POWER GRID

. , The ASEAN Power Grid
Potential Interconnections
A) P.Malaysia- Sumata A& T T T T % ="
B) Lao PDR-Vietnam (Nom Mo-BanVe) North g Legend
() Lao PDR-Vietnam {Luang Prabang-Nho Quan) ~ 5 . .
D) Vietnam-Cambodia (Tay Ninh-Stung Treng) b " @  Interconnection Points
Qe ’ \ —— APG Potential Power Lines
F) Sarawak-Brunei / A
G) Sarawak-Sabah M y Power Lines

H) Philippines-Sabah

) Su Ngai Kolok — Rantau Panjang
J) Khlong Ngae — Gurun

K) Sarawak - P. Malaysia

L) East Sabah — North Kalimantan
M) Lao PDR — Myanmar -
N) Thailand — Myanmar !
0) Singapore - Sumatra

P) Kalimantan - Java

Q) Sumatra - Java

’ﬁ*"i!"* .. '! B ' g .7 I,

Existing Interconnections ..~
1) MaeMoh3—Nan2—HongSa /-
2) Khon Kaen 4—Loei 2 - Xayahuri '

3) Udon Thani 3—Na Bong—Nam Ngum 2

4) Udon Thani 3—Na Bong

5) Nakhon Phanom - Thakhek—Theun Hinboun
6) Nakhon Phanom 2 - Thakhek—Theun Hinboun
7) Roi Bt 2—Suvannakhet—Nam Theun 2 ¥
8) Ubon Ratchathani 2 - Houay Ho

9) Ubon Ratchathani 3—Pakse—Xe Plan Xe Namnoi

10) Sadao- Chuping X o South
11) Khlong Ngae - Gurun N

12) Plentong - Weodlands ~
13)West Kalimantan - Sarawak

14) Xekaman 1 — Pleiku 2

15) Xekaman 3 — Thanh My

16) Chau Doc — Takeo — Phnom Penh

17} Ban Hat- Kampong Sralao

18) Ban Hat- Stung Treng

19)Watthana Nakhon — Aranvaprathet — Industrial Estate Source : ISEAS Report, Dec. 2023

ASEAN power sources

Solar Offshore Wind Onshore Wind Biomass Geothermal
Viet Nam [li844 Ms.6 0.3

Thailand [JEEE [29.6

Singapore 0.3 [0.3
Philippines | 122.5 Boo.4 Bss 0.2 B4
Myanmar I2.4 |1
Malaysia [|337 533 B4

Lao PDR [Jos3
Indonesia

Cambodia [JJjj 1,597 Hiss.s 25
Brunei |1,9

l1.2

Source: IRENA (2022), Renewable Energy Outlook for ASEAN: Towards a Regional Energy Transition - 2
Edition
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1.3 INTERNET CABLE SYSTEM CONNECTIVITY

BACKGROUND
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In the physical World Wild Web, now made up of more than 500 submarine
communication cables, Southeast Asia plays a key role in data exchange, whether
at the regional level or beyond the continent, toward North America and Europe.
While the American Internet giants have been helping to relaunch cable projects
on the Transpacific Road since 2011, Southeast Asia is also the subject of new
Beijing-developed infrastructure projects within the framework of the Belt and
Road Initiative, contributing towards making this region a theatre of Sino-American
rivalry.... As an attractive region, giving rise to both new economic prospects and
geopolitical tensions, Southeast Asia could thus become a new centre of gravity in
digital networks.
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Source: Camille Morel, IRASEC, 2023; Tele geography
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CLMV countries have been investing in building a network of national and cross-
border terrestrial fibre-optic cables and connected with giga-level capacity mainly
along the national road network.

..However, these systems are being used for traditional telecommunications
services rather than for internet data traffic, due to the lack of routing policies for
intercountry internet traffic exchange and a hierarchy of the Tier-1 operators, which
means a tendency for greater dependence on the submarine cables networks.

With increasing demand for high-speed and high-quality data transmissions, the
expansion of terrestrial networks’ capacity and the routing of internet traffic through
the terrestrial networks are needed.
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Although all [Cambodia-Laos-Myanmar-Vietnam (CLMV)] countries are connected
by fibre-optic cables, the point-to-point method is used rather than the integration
method, resulting in high costs and low network utilization due to a lack of common
principles for traffic management at the point of border crossing.
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Source: In-Depth Study on the Design and Implementation Plan of Internet Exchange Points in CLMV Coun-
tries, by Yeong Ro LEE and Chang Yong SON, UN ESCAP, January 2021

CROSS-BORDER FIBRE-OPTIC NETWORKS IN CLMV COUNTRIES:

e Cambodia-Lao PRD (2.5Gbps capacity )

*« Cambodia-Thailand: Poipet, Cambodia and Aranyaprathet District, Sa Keao, Thailand
*« Cambodia-Vietnam: Phnom Penh, Cambodia and Ho Chi Minh City, Viethname (10Gbps)
* Cambodia-Thailand-Vietnam: As part of GMS-ISN (2.5Gbps)

Lao PDR-China: Cross the border at Boten (2Gbps)

Lao PDR-Myanmar: Three points of connection

Lao PDR-Thailand: Vientiane, Lao PDR and Udon Thani, Thailand (5Gbps), and
Savannakhet, Lao PDR and Mukdahan, Thailand (2Gbps)
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* Lao PDR-Vietnam: Dansavanh, Lao PDR and Lao Bao, Vietnam (5Gbps), and Namphao,
Lao PDR and Cau Treo, Vietnam (5Gbps)

e Lao PDR-Vietnam-China-Malaysia-Singapore-Thailand: As part of the China-
Southeast Asia Cable Project (2.5 Gbps)

Terrestrial fibre-optic links in CLMV countries

o \"\, Source: China Academy of Telecommunication Research, “Brief Introduction of International
\ CHINA Cooperation of Telecom Infrastructure Construction of China®, Presentation, October 2014.
Dali Available at www.unescap.org/resources/presentation-brief-introduction-international-
{,,J O Kunming cooperation-telecom-infrastructure.
/ o ASEAN fibre optic network
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1.3.1 LAO PDR AND THE STRENGTHENING CROSS-BORDER
CONNECTIVITY

By Vathsana Sivanhkham, Chanthala Xayavong, and Nisan Sithongdeng

INTRODUCTION

The digital divide continues to widen as gaps in the accessibility and affordability of
broadband Internet connectivity grow. While high-income economies are leveraging
broadband to create value-added services and products and achieve socioeconomic
progress, low-income economies are being left further behind.
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There are five points of interconnection across Lao PDR’s border with Thailand (for
a total of 5.7Gbps), nine with Vietnam (3.3Gbps), three across the Chinese border
(770Mbps), two with Cambodia, and three with Myanmar. There are at least six Internet
Service Providers in Lao PDR - the Lao Telecommunications Company with 5.7Gbps of
international capacity, Star Telecom Lao with 2.6Gbps, Enterprise of Telecommunications
Lao (ETL) with 2.4Gbps, VimpelCom with 1.1Gbps, Sky with 910Mbps, and Planet with
310Mbps. Lao PDR’s primary intercontinental gateway is via the Asia-America Gateway
submarine cable station located in Vung Tau, Vietnam. It also accesses the Asia Pacific
Gateway and South-East Asia-Middle East-Western Europe cable systems via the landing
station in Da Nang, Vietnam.

The Lao National Internet Center was established in 2010 in accordance with the
National Socio-Economic Development Plan to advance socioeconomic development
and transform Lao PDR from a landlocked country into a land-linked country. An Internet
Exchange Points (IXPs) LANIX, which currently has seven Internet Service Provider (ISP)
members, was also established. Additionally, Lao PDR and China deployed a fibre pair
along the railroad to connect Vientiane, Lao PDR with Kunming, China.

CHALLENGES

An efficient and effective fixed-broadband infrastructure consists of an integrated
network of both cross-border terrestrial connections and submarine cable landing
stations. But while new submarine cable projects become operational and terrestrial
fibre-optic networks continue to be built, continued efforts are necessary to interconnect
Laos and neighbouring countries. Considering the high risk of natural disasters in the
sub-region, enhancing the efficient use of fibre-optic cables and the resilience of the
sub-regional network should take precedence.

Although Laos has seen rapid growth in the mobile broadband segment, insufficient wired
network infrastructure and inefficient Internet traffic management have contributed to
a relatively high-cost structure and low broadband subscriptions. Affordability is one
main barrier: many Lao citizens still cannot pay for the high cost of internet, USD 53.41
per month for fixed broadband on average. In comparison, neighbouring Cambodia and
Thailand have average internet rates of USD 33.17 and USD 23.30 per month, respectively.
Furthermore, rural communities, often isolated by Laos’s mountainous terrain and a lack
of paved roads, experience large technology gaps: just 0.3% of these households have
fixed broadband.

CONSIDERATIONS

In contrast with the number of new submarine cable projects, terrestrial fibre-optic
networks to interconnect Laos and our neighbours appear to be less of a priority.
However, expanding the capacity of domestic fibre-optic networks and developing a
robust intraregional backbone network that is resilent to disasters are necessary for
the increase in access, affordability and quality of broadband in country. Most of the
international data traffic in country is exchanged via foreign Internet exchange points
typically located at points of presence of higher-tier global Internet Service Providers
with interregional and global communications networks. Since there is no mutually-
agreed policy for traffic management between countries, Internet traffic is handled and
exchanged between Internet Service Providers on a case-by-case basis.



The lack of efficient Internet traffic management is another serious issue in the ASEAN
sub region that is affecting the affordability and quality of Internet services. Thus, it is
necessary topromotetheintraregional exchange of traffic by establishing neutraland open
Internet Exchange Points in the country, and introducing a mutually-beneficial routing
policy that is applicable to Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam. Additionally,
policy harmonisation and multinational cooperation for Internet traffic management and
assessment are necessary for reducing transit/peering costs and improving broadband
quality.

Submarine cable network in CLMV countries
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—— AAE-T: Asia Africa Europe-1

— AAG: Asia-America Gateway Cable System
—— ADC: Asia Direct Cable

— ALC Asia Link Cable

APG: Asia Pacific Gateway

MCT: Malaysia-Cambodia-Thailand Cable
SJC2: Southeast Asia-Japan Cable 2
SMW-3: SeaMeWe-3

—  SMW-5: SeaMeWe-5
——  TGN-IA: Tata TGN-Intra Asia
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Source: ITU Interactive Transmission Map. Available at

https:www.itu.int/itu-d/tnd-map-public.

1.3.2 MALAYSIA-CAMBODIA-THAILAND (MCT) SUBMARINE
CABLE SYSTEM

By Mr Mohd Zulhelmi bin Syafuddin Tan, Mrs Nuraini binti Roslan, and Mr Tengku
Muhammad Aiezuddin Shah bin Tengku Iskandar Abu Bakar

The Malaysia-Cambodia-Thailand (MCT) Submarine Cable System project aims to create
one of the highest-capacity cable systems across ASEAN. This network will connect
Malaysia, Cambodia, and Thailand with a total capacity exceeding 30 Tbps and support
100G Ethernet Technology.
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This project is jointly built by companies including Telekom Malaysia (Malaysia), Telcotech
(Cambodia), and Symphony Communication Public Company Limited (Thailand),
spanning 1,300 km. The MCT cable connects Cherating in Malaysia, Sihanoukville in
Cambodia, and Rayong in Thailand, with further access to Indochina countries like Laos,
Myanmar, and Vietnam via terrestrial links. This high-speed submarine cable infrastructure
was launched in 2017 to provide greater benefits in commercial services.

MCT submarine cable

THAILAND

—

Rayong .o CAMBODIA

5. _sihanoukville

; Legend

—— MCT Submarine cable

MALAYSIA
3 Cherating

Source: Submarine Cable Map, “Malaysia-Cambodia-Thailand (MCT) Cable”.
Available at https://www.submarinecablemap.com/#/submarine-cable/
malaysia-cambodia-thailand-mct-cable.

The network benefits neighbouring countries by increasing international bandwidth
between major cities in ASEAN and the rest of the world, from Southeast Asia to the
United States. It enables enhanced economic integration, specifically within the ASEAN
Economic Community (AEC), through improved infrastructure and communications
connectivity. Additionally, the MCT project will contribute to faster, more reliable, and
affordable communications within participating countries. For Cambodia, the consortium
project with Thailand and Malaysia will provide open access to licensed operators in each
participating country, resulting in greater efficiency and reduced tariffs in the region.
For Thailand, it enhances interconnectivity, and for Malaysia, it gives a major boost to
the country’s aspiration to be the Heart of Digital ASEAN, as Malaysia becomes the
most attractive target in ASEAN due to its location, domestic demand, and stability.
Consequently, internet content players in the region can be further attracted to Malaysia.

In addition to the project’s benefits, there are a number of issues arising from the MCT
initiative that require further attention. The central issue to focus on is the delays in



submarine cable repairs. To reduce operational risk and the impact on cable investments
in Malaysia, these delays in submarine cable repairs can be minimised by allowing an
exemption from the Cabotage Policy, which has been in effect since January 1, 1980,
following amendments to the Merchant Shipping Ordinance 1952 (MSO 1952). Section
65KA MSO 1952 restricts domestic shipping to Malaysian Registered Vessels only. The use
of Foreign Registered Vessels can only be considered if the Malaysian Registered Vessel
is unable to meet the demands of certain sectors subject to the terms and conditions set
by the Minister of Transport [7].

As the cable operator prefers to mobilise the nearest available ship with suitable capability
(depending on water depth, weather conditions, sea conditions, etc.) when a cable fault
occurs, a nearest foreign flagged cable ship might be the best choice in the absence
of domestic registered vessels, requiring the cable operator to apply for a Domestic
Shipping License (DSL). To obtain a DSLE, the exemption for DSL, an application for
Domestic Consent Letter (DCL) must first be made and obtained.

According to a claim from a source, the resulting average 27-day permitting process
is almost four times longer than the one-week period considered to be the global best
practice. This causes delays compared to neighbouring countries such as Vietnam with a
12-day processing period, Singapore with a 19-day processing period, and the Philippines
with a 20-day processing period; the Malaysian practice regarding DSLE is still longer
[8]. Additionally, if there are any disputes between the cable operators and MASA, a
mediation process will be initiated, causing further delays that could accumulate to
about 100 days [9]. This is because foreign-flagged vessels selected for submarine cable
repairs must be endorsed by the Malaysian Ship Owners Association (MASA) through a
consent letter. MASA then has to confirm that no locally registered vessel is capable of
handling the required function. This means MASA has the power to block the issuance of
DCL, resulting in the non-issuance of the DSLE.

Exempting submarine cable repairs from the Cabotage Policy could help minimise
delays and reduce the impact on Malaysian cable investments. The project could be
made more efficient by allowing non-Malaysian-flagged vessels with suitable capabilities
to perform repair work without the need for lengthy permitting processes. Resolving this
issue would help to improve the MCT project’s effectiveness and ensure the submarine
cable infrastructure is repaired and maintained on time.

In a source reported on March 2024, Malaysia have announced revoking the cabotage
policy for cable repair works, which exempted submarine cable maintenance vessels
from applying for DSL in two months’ time. The cabotage policy exemption for non-
Malaysian vessels conducting undersea cable repairs has been reinstated by the present
government as part of an effort to spur the growth of the digital economy. Following this
decision by the Cabinet, the Ministry of Transport would take the appropriate steps to
see through its gazetting process. In addition to that, the process of applying for a DSL
has been simplified, and it will be processed within three days [10].

As Malaysia has acted to review this policy, other ASEAN countries also need to
compromise on their cabotage rules to expedite the implementation of the ASEAN
Single Shipping Master Plan [11]. The lack of improvement in the current practice may
hinder economic integration amid the competition for economic growth among ASEAN
Member States. Therefore, it is imperative for ASEAN to focus on shipping and trade
integration to improve trade and negotiation within the region.
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Submarine cables serving South East Asia in 2022
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1.3.3 ASIA LINK CABLE

By Marie Loraine G. Ayson-Inton, and Cris Angelica S. Acosta

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the domestic digital economy makes up between
2% and 9% of GDP based on a World Bank’s study of 16 national economies across
Asia and the Pacific, Europe, and North America. For a digitally dependent economy,
however, the digital economy’s contribution ranges from 17% to 35% of GDP per
economy, with the services sectors being more digitised than other sectors. Looking
to the future and Southeast Asia, the report produced by Google, Temasek and Bain
reiterates that Southeast Asia’s digital economy is forecasted to expand to USD 363
billion by 2025. Thus, the region’s digital economy is expected to have grown 20%
year over year starting in 2022. Such growth has been accelerated by the pandemic.

This progress is in line with the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation [APEC]
Connectivity Blueprint for 2015-2025 adopted during the APEC Economic Leaders’
Meeting in 2014, in Beijing, China which embodies the aspiration of APEC economies
for a seamlessly connected and integrated Asia-Pacific region by strengthening
physical, institutional, and people-to-people connectivity.

Specific efforts in this regard often take into account recommendations from the
ASEAN Digital Masterplan 2025 set forth during the first ASEAN Digital Minister’s
Meeting in January 2021, and the ASEAN Digital Transformation Agenda to
Accelerate ASEAN’s Economic Recovery and Digital Economy Integration from the
53rd ASEAN Economic Ministers’ Meeting in September 2021. These aim to transform
ASEAN into a leading digital economic bloc powered by secure and transformative
digital services and technologies.

For economies to obtain the benefits of the digital economy, however, most of
the groundwork rests on the reforms that will be established at the country level.
Digital technologies and platforms can lead to better results and its benefits spread
more widely, if governments consider pursuing the following:

1. Formulate plans for utilising digitisation, facilitating innovation, and developing
a digital business start-up ecosystem;

2. Adopt a flexible policy and regulatory environment that can nurture growth and
innovation;

Upgrade education and labour market policies;
Improve infrastructure connectivity and services;

Improve trade and logistics systems; and

o 0 s

Broaden e-payment availability options and harmonise different national norms
and standards while reducing risk of fraud and establishing consumer protection.

Efforts to mainstream the digital economy to the overall economy by providing
the legal framework have been initiated in the Philippine House of Representatives
through the following proposed measures: the Internet Transactions Act, the
Digital Payments Act, the Creative Industries Act, the Open Access Policy on
Telecommunications Act, the National Digital Careers Act, and the Inclusion of ICT
in Basic Education Act, among others.
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Through these measures, the submarine cables project entitled Asia Link Cable
(ALC) was entered into by a group of Communication Service Providers (CSPs)
which was led by China Telecom and Singtel. Philippines, Hong Kong, Singapore,
Brunei, Hainan, and China will be connected through ALC. It is anticipated that by
the third calendar quarter of 2025, the construction will be completed. Due to the
speed with which information could be exchanged, the use of submarine cables
proved a catalyst for globalisation and international engagement because they
significantly reduced communication times between continents.

Meanwhile, it is also important to look at threats and risks in pursuing submarine
cable projects. To name a few:

1. Seismic activity: Cables are prone to earthquakes and turbidity currents due to
the location of the Philippines as it is in the Ring of Fire. Major earthquakes can
damage multiple cables in the region;

2. Vessel anchoring: Ship’s anchors may hit the subsea cables which could lead to
disabling of internet and voice connectivity, as well as leave the tourism industry
in disarray;

3. Climate change: With climate change exacerbating extreme weather events,
there is an increasing trend toward hardening the sites, such as raising the first
floor of a Cable Landing Station (CLS) to protect against flooding; thus, the site
must be chosen carefully;

4. Geopolitical tensions: There has been an increasing concern about deliberate
attacks on subsea cables. Vital cables might be disabled or destroyed by
adversaries; and

5. Maritime and territorial disputes: Countries must obtain permits for deployment
and cable repairs from multiple jurisdictions including China, Taiwan, and other
claimants; and

6. Undelivered project promises: If this transpires, it could lead to monetary loss as
there have been reports of non-fulfilment of commercial promises.

Nevertheless, the advantages and benefits in the successful construction of submarine
cables outweigh the risks and threats, especially in the economic front as the
Philippines is now one of the most promising digital economies in Asia. The Philippines
is considered as becoming a rising hub for Trans-Pacific and Intra-Asia submarine
cable networks, with open policies and regulations, improved market competition, various
international connectivity and data centres. This is in line with the statement of
President Ferdinand Marcos that digitalisation could bring significant benefits and help
the Philippines stay ahead in a rapidly changing world. With it, the country can improve
efficiency, increase access to information and services, drive economic growth, enhance
competitiveness, and improve governance.



TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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The Asia Link Cable (ALC) is approximately 6,000 km in length, connecting Hong
Kong SAR China and Singapore as its trunk, with branches into the Philippines, Brunei
Darussalam and Hainan, China.

The ALC cable system will have a minimum eight fibre pairs, with 18 Tbps/Fibre
Pair minimum trunk design capacity, adding more capacity and diversity to existing
networks in the region. The ALC project is expected to cost USD 300 million. The
ALC consortium comprises China Telecom Global Limited (CTG), Globe Telecom, Inc.
(Globe), DITO Telecommunity Corporation (DITO), Singapore Telecommunications
Limited (Singtel), Unified National Networks Sdn Bhd (UNN), FPT Telecom (Vietnam),
and Malaysia Telecom. HMN Technologies Co., Limited (HMN Tech) was awarded as
the system supplier and is expected to complete the construction of ALC by the third
quarter of 2025.
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While the global SDG indicator framework does not directly measure inclusive
growth, it includes a number of elements relevant to the concept, including related
indicators of economic growth and environmental sustainability which is important
from a temporal equality perspective. SDG 8 addresses full employment and
decent work; SDG 16 aims to build just and peaceful societies; SDG 10 addresses
reducing inequalities by closing socio-economic gaps within and across nations,
generations and households; SDG 5 aims to reduce gaps between men and women;
SDG 1and SDG 2 aspire to build a more caring community that protects vulnerable
population groups and provides for their most basic needs. Thus, linkages between
SDG 8 and other SDGs are several and taken together are consistent with the
concept of inclusive growth.

Beyond the 2030 Agenda, there are several dashboards, indicators or analytical
approaches that set out to measure inclusive growth or elements of inclusive
growth. For instance, increasing economic inclusion is set as one of the goals of
the ADB Strategy 2020. In its framework for inclusive growth, the ADB (2014)
defines inclusive growth as economic growth with equality of opportunity. Their
indicator framework proposes a set of 35 indicators centred on poverty, social
inclusion, social safety and governance...

The definition of inclusive growth must, therefore, go beyond equal participation
and consider how the benefits are shared equally...Thus, inclusive growth is defined
as equal and non-discriminatory opportunities, for everyone, to both participate
in the economy and to benefit from economic growth with consideration of
environmental sustainability and emphasis on gender equality.

INCLUSIVE GROWTH N :

©©® © 0 0 0 0000 0000000000000 000000000000 0000000 0000000000000 0,

® 0 0000000000000 00000000000 00000000 00000000000 0000000000000 000000000 o°

Source: UNCTAD SDG Pulse - Stark contrasts in inclusive growth - progress towards equal opportunities needed
everywhere
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2.1 ECONOMIC DIVERSITY AND DIGITAL GROWTH

2.1.1 FIGURES ON ASEAN’S ECONOMIC DIVERSITY

Figures on national economy and composition by sector

Countries Population Grass I)o(nge[.:}i; Product GDP per capita
Viet Nam I s40s.78 Is4.100
Thailand [JJ 66.1m B 549535 P 57404
Singapore I 5.6M -$466.TB
Philippines [FEFRIYI I s+04.38 3624
Myanmar [ 55.8M || ss0.98 | $1,093
Malaysia [JJ32.7m I s+078 Ws12.448
Lao PDR |7.4M |s1sB | 52,022
Tndonesia B8
Cambodia [J16.8M | s29.68 | 51,758
Brunei [445K |s16.78

Source: ASEAN Statistical Yearbook 2023
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Source: IMF

ASEAN import and export figures

Export of Importof Trade in goods| Growth rate of Growth rate of Share of intra-
goods goods balance exports imports ASEAN trade
(US$ million) (US$ million) (US$ million) | of goods(%) @ of goods (%) in goods (%)
Brunei | 14,007.3 9,333.2 4,674.1 223 29.1 38.7
Cambodia | 20,750.5 29,997.8 ©-9,247.3 22.4 17.7 28.1
Indonesia (291,979.1 237,447.2 54,531.9 26.1 21 21
Laos |9,563.9 7,615.9 1,948.0 24.2 29.4 60
Malaysia |357,295.6 298,534.4 58,761.3 19.4 253 27.1
Myanmar | 16,964.8 17,384.0 -419.2 19.8 21.5 40.8
Philippines 78,929.7 1451024 05 -66,172.7 5.8 8.3 24.9
Singapore 514,873.7 475,243.7 39,630.0 12.7 17 25.7
Thailand |287,165.3 305,122.8 2 -17,957.5 5.8 13.4 21.7
Viet Nam |370,909.2 358,788.8 12,120.3 10.5 8.5 1.1
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2.1.2 DIGITAL ECONOMY

By Prof. Michel Foucher

Digital economy total funding

32,460

Total funding
(in million US$)

129

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
as of January 12, 2023

7,584

Sources: Horizon ASEAN, n° 41, January 2023, Singapore; “e-Conomy SEA 2022, Through the waves, towards a

sea of opportunity, Google, Temasek and Bain

The digital economy in Southeast Asia is growing rapidly, by around 20% a year until
2025. The market is estimated at USD 200 billion (3.9% of regional GDP), rising to USD
390 billion by 2025 and USD 1,000 billion by 2030. Growth is driven by the tourism,
transport and delivery (shopping, meals), e-commerce, online media and financial
services sectors. This growth outstrips that of the rest of the world (4.9% in 2023).

The market is driven by a young, urban and connected population. There are 460 million
online users.

A nascent but increasingly important issue for investors, regulators and consumers alike,
ESG (environmental, social and governance) considerations are taking hold in ASEAN'’s
digital sector.

The boom in the digital economy poses a number of fiscal challenges in terms of revenue
erosion and tax equality, at a time when ASEAN countries are posting very low levels
of public revenue in relation to GDP (14.2% in 2022). Regional taxation is in the process
of being established (through the extension of VAT and taxes on goods and services).
However, ASEAN shows little regional integration in terms of digital regulation.

The question of a direct taxation system for digital service providers remains at the
heart of discussions, with the forthcoming entry into force of the OECD-G20 Inclusive
Framework already signed by six ASEAN countries - Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.
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2.1.3 PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION

By Prasnar Yi

The Internet, hallmark of the digital age, was introduced through the World Wide
Web (also known as the Web) project in 1989 and become available to the general
public in 1993 [12]. Since then, it has undergone a significant transformation, driven
by advances in technology. However, the digital revolution has only been in effect
for just over a decade, undergoing a significant transformation with the advent of
new technologies that have the potential to be both transformative and disruptive
[13], encompassing social media, blockchain, cryptocurrencies, non-fungible
tokens (NFT), artificial intelligence (Al), the Internet of Things (loT), Big Data, 3D
technology, and the 4th Industrial Revolution (4IR, also known as Industry 4.0).

The exponential growth of technology is resulting in a significant increase in the
qguantity of personal data available online, which is giving rise toa number of concerns
regarding the protection of individual privacy. This phenomenon is paradoxical
in that, while personal data is valuable for the protection of individual rights and
the advancement of the digital economy, it also gives rise to concerns about its
exploitation for commercial [14], criminal [15] and State purposes [16]. Personal data
protection in the digital age is a complex challenge, particularly at the international
level, due to the cross-border nature of digital data [17]. In response to this, in 2016
the European Union (EU) adopted the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
[18]. The GDPR is a new European legal framework that harmonises the rules on the
protection and transfer of personal data for all EU Member States, with the aim of
providing effective personal data protection, establishing the GDPR three main
requirements [19]: Strengthening the rights of individuals; making those involved in
data processing more accountable; and intensifying cooperation between protection
authorities. The GDPR applies to both public and private organisations, regardless
of location [20]. Indeed, its worldwide territorial scope [21] requires compliance
with the regulation whether or not the processing of personal data takes place
in the EU [22]. This encompasses organisations processing personal data within
the EU, as well as data controllers or data processors established outside the EU
processing the data of people residing in the EU [23].

The ASEAN Member States are no exception to the need for personal data protection
regulation, nor to the extraterritorial impact of the GDPR [24]. Given the importance
of trade between ASEAN and Europe, it is becoming essential for businesses in
ASEAN Member States to comply with EU regulations, which came into force in 2018 [25].
The six largest ASEAN Member States (ASEAN-6 or ASEAN-six economies) - Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailandand Vietnam- have already adoptedand
amended their national data protection laws in line with the GDPR and international
norms, such as the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) Privacy Guidelines updated in 2013 [26]. Indonesia enacted the Personal
Data Protection Law (PDP Law) on 17 October 2022, which will come into force
on 17 October 2024 [27]. Malaysia has its Personal Data Protection Act 2010
(PDPA) and a suite of subsidiary legislation, including the Personal Data Protection
Standards Act 2015 and the General Code of Practice on the Protection of Personal
Data 2022 [28]. In October 2022, amendments to the PDPA were presented to



Parliament, and was passed by the Dewan Negara (Malaysia’s Senate) on 31 July
2024 [29]. The Philippines Parliament enacted its Data Privacy Act (DPA) in 2012.
Since 2022, amendments to the DPA have been under discussion. Singapore has
had its Personal Data Protection Act (PDPA) for the private sector since 2012, and
subsequently amended a Personal Data Protection Amendment Act in 2020 [30]. A
separate legal framework governs data for the public sector [31], namely the Public
Sector Governance Act 2018 and the Government’s Instruction Manual (Instruction
Manual 8) on Intelligent Systems Technology and Management. The Parliament
of Thailand adopted its Personal Data Protection Act (PDPA) in 2019, with its full
implementation occurring from June 2022, a delay attributed to the impact of the
global pandemic [32]. Vietnam has just published its first comprehensive data
protection legislation, the Personal Data Protection Decree (PDPD) on 17 April 2023
[33]. It came into force on 1 July 2023, without any transition period [34].

The other ASEAN Member States are responding to the challenges of the digital
age, reflecting the specific political, economic, and social circumstances that prevail
in each nation, and moving forward at different paces. The Parliament of Cambodia
enacted its Electronic Commerce Law and Consumer Protection Law in November
2019. In early 2021, the commencement of the draft law on personal data protection
[35] was announced in line with the government’s vision of a digital society laid out in
the Cambodia Digital Economy and Social Policy Framework 2021-2035 [36], and the
completionofitsfirst versionin 2022 [37], with the law expected to be finalised by the
end of 2025 [38]. Inthe meantime, between April 2020 and January 2024, Cambodia
made significant legislative advancements, particularly with the enactment of 12
Sub-Decrees and 2 Prakas [39]. Laos has established a first regulatory framework
[40] on electronic data in general, comprising the Electronic Data Protection Law
of 2012, the Cybercrime Law of 2015, the Electronic Data Protection Law of 2017,
and the Instructions on the Implementation of the Electronic Data Protection Law
of 2018. Myanmar has, at the present time, only dispersed provisions in various
pieces of legislation [41], including: the Citizens’ Privacy and Security Protection
Law 2017, the Financial Institutions Law 2016, the Competition Law 2015, the
Telecommunications Law 2013, and the Electronic Transactions Law 2004.

While the GDPR represents a comprehensive legal framework that harmonises the
rules on the protection of personal data and its circulation for all Member States of
the European Union, at present, there is no comparable framework at the ASEAN
level. Indeed, the EU is a supranational organisation, where States delegate powers
and competences to a supranational European institution; in collaboration with the
representatives of EU governments in the Council, the European Parliament bears
responsibility for the adoption of EU legislation [42]. ASEAN is an organisation
that relies on a modus operandi called the “ASEAN Way” - which is based upon the
full sovereignty of Member States, non-interference in the internal affairs of other
States, and decision-making by consensus. Although the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA) is the centre of communication and information among Member
Parliaments, it has no legislative decision power over ASEAN and its Members, though
its General Assembly can adopt non-binding resolutions and recommendations by
consensus [43]. Moreover, its AIPA Caucus aims to be a mechanism to develop
common legislative initiatives with the objective of harmonising the laws of ASEAN
Member States [44].
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In acknowledgement of the pivotal role of digital technology for the economic and
social development of its Member States, following its modus operandi and law-
making process [45], ASEAN adopted a framework on the protection of personal
data in 2016, that established a set of guiding principles for the implementation
of measures at national and regional levels, with the objective of promoting and
strengthening the protection of personal data in the region. In alignment with
these objectives, ASEAN ratified the ASEAN Agreement on Electronic Commerce
in 2019, which not only establishes common principles and rules to promote the
growth of e-commerce in the region, but also aims to create an environment of
trust and confidence in the use of Electronic Commerce. Furthermore, the ASEAN
Comprehensive Recovery Framework (ACRF) and its Implementation Plan, adopted
in November 2020, is a consolidated exit strategy from the worldwide COVID-19
pandemic. It identifies e-commerce as a priority area within the broader strategy of
accelerating an inclusive digital transformation in the region. In complement of these
crucial agreements for the digital economy, ASEAN has continued its endeavours
with the adoption in 2018 of the ASEAN Digital Data Governance Framework and the
ASEAN Digital Integration Framework followed.

AIPA and its Member Parliaments are working to complement these efforts with the
promotion of proactive parliamentary diplomacy in advancing digital transformation
for inclusive social protection, strengthened digital literacy and digital security, and
providing enhanced access to government information and services in a manner
consistent with laws regarding personal data protection. At the 42" General
Assembly, held via video conference on 23-25 August 2021, the Legislative Council
of Brunei Darussalam in Bandar Seri Begawan, as host parliament, chose “Forging
Parliamentary Cooperation in Digital Inclusion towards ASEAN Community 2025”,
as the official theme of the meeting, and sponsored the Resolution on Enhancing
Cybersecurity and Data Protection Towards a Resilient Cyberspace in ASEAN, which
was subsequently adopted [46]. Another notable example includes the Resolution
on Enhancing Digital Transformation for Inclusive Social Protection put forth by the
Parliaments of Cambodia [47], the Philippines and Vietnam and subsequently ratified
by all Member Parliaments at the 43 AIPA General Assembly in Phnom Penh.

2.2 ECONOMIC GROWTH AND DECARBONISATION

By Prof. Michel Foucher

Source: REPORT CSIS Clean energy and decarbonization in SE Asia CSIS May 2023
SOUTHEAST ASIA

Southeast Asian nations face the daunting task of maintaining economic growth
targets and meeting the energy needs of growing populations while also adhering to
ambitious carbon neutrality pledges. Across the region, governments are confronted
with growing energy demand that is likely to require major investments not only
in solar, wind, and other renewables but also in hydrocarbons. If the latter is not
provided via natural gas, countries are likely to prolong their dependence on coal,
which would undermine both their goals. There is an opportunity for international



partners such as the United States to deepen bilateral and multilateral cooperation
across the region by promoting more transparent, sustainable, and high-quality
energy infrastructure development and financing.

Coalis entrenched in Southeast Asia’s immediate future, with coal-fired power plants
accounting for more than 40% of the region’s power generation. Many regional
governments had bet on liquefied natural gas (LNG) as a cost-effective bridge
between their current reliance on coal and an eventual transition to renewables.
Burning LNG produces far fewer greenhouse gases (GHG) than coal and was
expected to be considerably cheaper—and thus more feasible—than an immediate
switch to renewables. However, the ongoing conflict in Ukraine has made LNG prices
more volatile. Southeast Asian countries are being outbid by European nations
that must now replace the natural gas they were previously importing from Russia.
Southeast Asian states are therefore not expected to import as much LNG as they
had originally intended. Most natural gas added to the energy mix in Southeast Asia
will likely be used to meet growing demand rather than replace existing coal usage.

Primary energy supply

Total primary energy supply by fuel Total primary energy supply by country S
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I Indonesia

Source: IEA 2022

LAO PDR

Laos’s energy mix consists of 66% hydropower, 33% fossil fuels, and 1% solar. Under
its revised national determined contributions, Laos has committed to reducing
emissions by 60% compared to BAU projections by 2030 and reaching net-zero
emissions by 2050. Its target is to achieve 30% of energy consumption from
renewables by 2025. Two components of its energy transition are its National Green
Growth Strategy and upcoming Climate Change Strategy, which detail the country’s
sectors of focus but lack clear implementation plans. In a reversal of global trends,
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Laos has turned to coal in the past decade to minimise the amount of power it
imports and to address dry-season shortages. The share of electricity generated
from coal rose from 0% in 2014 to above 40% in 2019. Carbon dioxide emissions
also grew five times faster from 2015 to 2019 than they did in the previous 50 years.
At the current levels of investment and planning, Laos is unlikely to reach its net-
zero goals on time.

Extremely well situated for hydropower, Laos has billed itself as the “battery of
Southeast Asia.” There are almost 80 dams in the country, and more are planned
along the Mekong River and its tributaries. More than 90% of the country’s electricity
is generated by hydropower, and more than 66% of its current hydropower capacity
is exported. The rapid development of dams has contributed to Laos’s increasing
debt levels, much of which is owed to China.

The Lao PDR-Thailand-Malaysia-Singapore Power Integration Project, which exports
hydropower from Laos to Singapore, was established in June 2022. It is the first
renewable energy import pipeline into Singapore and serves as a pathfinder toward
developing a framework for multilateral electricity trading on a subregional basis
through the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) power grid. Although
the power integration project was hailed as a milestone, multiple studies have
shown that further hydropower development on the Mekong will negatively impact
ecosystems, reduce soil fertility and rice production, and displace local populations.

Laos is also looking to grow its solar, wind, and geothermal capacity by 2030 but will
require significant foreign investment to avoid further coal-fired power expansion.
A new wind power project that is expected to begin commercial operations in 2025
will export and sell electricity to Vietnam as Asia’s first cross-border wind project.
Construction also began in 2022 on Laos’s first large-scale solar farm, which is
expected to supply power to state-owned utility Electricité du Laos under a 30-year
power purchase agreement.

2.3 TAXATION AND PUBLIC SERVICES

By Prof. Michel Foucher

Source: Horizon ASEAN 2023 Breakdown of ASEAN 8 tax
revenues in 2020 (as a % of total)

Social security
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According to an IMF study, a minimum tax/GDP ratio of 15% is required to support
accelerated economic growth. Four countries (Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia and
Laos) have a lower ratio. Singapore is an exception, due to other sources of revenue.
The OECD ratio is 34%.

This weakness is worrying given the region’s investment needs, particularly in
infrastructure (estimated at USD 210 billion/year). Against a backdrop of regional
trade integration, ASEAN countries have focused more on trade facilitation than on
tax harmonisation. Finally, the use of taxation to address environmental issues is still
low in the region, whereas the reform of energy subsidies could, according to the
BasD, mobilise substantial public revenues to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals.

Sources of tax revenue by percent

I Personal income taxes
I Society taxes B Other taxes on goods and services
33,5 [l Not assignable Social security contributions
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30+
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Source: OECD (2022), Revenue Statistics in Asia and the Pacific

2.4 PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE: EDUCATION
4IR AND AGEING POPULATIONS

2.4.1 EDUCATION IN ASEAN FOR AN INCLUSIVE 4TH
INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

By Hisham Mousar

The 10 ASEAN States are aware that the challenges of the 4IR require an education
strategy adapted to the new generation. The integration of ICT into education
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ASEAN Education toward 4IR
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has become an essential mechanism that can improve the quality of teaching and
learning while addressing issues of inclusion, equality and quality [48].

In this context, the key subjects on which the Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA) ranking is based, namely reading, mathematics and science,
are particularly relevant to those who wish to look at the state of education in
relation to this Revolution. In the latest Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) PISA survey published in 2022, Singapore surpasses the
rest of the world, outperforming Japan, Korea, Estonia, Switzerland and Canada. By
prioritising its human resources, Singapore today is a dynamic and diverse global
centre of trade, finance and transport. Its transformation from “third world to first
world” in a generation is a major success story in Asia [49, 50].

The other ASEAN countries in the latest PISA ranking are Vietnam and Brunei
Darussalam. While Vietnamese students performed roughly on average with the
OECD’s mean score in mathematics, the trends of PISA results suggest that the skills
of assessed Bruneian students remain a bit below average in terms of international
standards.

Other ASEAN countries did not participate in the 2022 survey but deserve mention,
such as Malaysia, which took the initiative in the early 1990s to introduce the use
of ICT in primary and secondary education. Malaysian government spending on
primary and secondary education, expressed as a percentage of GDP, has been the
highest in East Asia since 1980. In 2011, the amount spent (3.8% of GDP or 16% of
total public expenditure) was comparable to that of the most lauded systems such
as Singapore, Japan and Korea [51]. The Smart School Roadmap and the ICT in
Education Policy 2010 have enabled the development of a basic ICT infrastructure
and the integration of ICT into the teaching and learning process [52].

The current trajectory of Indonesia also points to a promising development.
The OECD report of 2018 states that: “//Jf Indonesia can keep up that pace of
improvement, its children born today have a realistic chance to match the science
performance of their peers in the industrialised world by 2030, the year for which
the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals expect every student to benefit
from quality education [53]".

Despite levels of government spending on education, enrolment, infrastructure
development and curriculum improvement equivalent to those of the region’s
developed economies, Malaysian students were behind lower-income Vietnam,
which had the highest rate of expenditure on education expressed as a percentage
of GDP in ASEAN [54].

Coinciding with the COVID-19 pandemic, Lao PDR has developed the Education and
Sports Sector Development Plan 2021-25. Its overall objective is to develop human
resources with knowledge, skills and values to be a quality workforce that can meet
the demands of a growing and sustainable economy. The plan focuses on reducing
disparities among girls and boys, ethnic groups, the rich and the poor, particularly
across disadvantaged districts [55].

Demonstrating the continued inter-parliamentary commitment to these issues within
the COVID and post-COVID regional context, AIPA Member Parliaments adopted
the Resolution on Promoting Inclusive Digital ASEAN to Empower MSMES and



Strengthen the ASEAN Economic Integration as introduced by Brunei Darussalam
and Malaysia in 2021, and the Resolution on Enhancing Digital Transformation for
Inclusive Social Protection, which was introduced by Cambodia, the Philippines and
Vietnam the following year [56].

2.4.2 PREPARING FOR AGEING POPULATIONS

Southeast Asia is experiencing rapid demographic ageing, with the proportion of
the population of working age (15-64) predicted to stop growing. This is already
the case in Thailand since 2013 and Vietnam since 2014, although the region’s most
populous country, Indonesia, is not expected to be affected before 2030.

Evolving Southeast Asia age demographics

Estimated population by age group, in percent to total 0-14 years -15—64 years -65 years and over
100% -

75% A

50%
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Source: United Nations (medium scenario)

While demographics have driven economic growth in the region, social safety nets
remain inadequate in many of the region’s countries; only a quarter of the working-
age population is covered by public pension systems.

Coverage ratio for working-age population in percent
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Thailand, Vietnam, and Malaysia, in particular, are at risk of falling into the middle-
income trap due to a combination of economic and demographic dynamics. The
burden of an ageing population, while influenced by the structural, institutional, and
cultural characteristics of these countries, could be transformed into a longevity
dividend through the implementation of targeted structural policies.

Dependency ratio, population share and GDP per capita

A Share population  GDP per capita
D
epRilEncy tatio over 65s (Current USA)
: T ,
Vietnam 12 9 3,694
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Thaitand [ E—
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Source: Source : Vieillir avant de s’enrichir ? Perspectives et enjeux économiques du vieillissement de la
population en Thailande, au Vietnam et en Malaisie (Grégoire Darcy) IRASEC 2023 (Getting old before
getting rich? Economic prospects and challenges of an aging population in Thailand, Vietnam and Malaysia)
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LONGEVITY DIVIDEND

©©® © © 0 0 0 0 00 000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000 000000000000 00000000000 0,

The longevity dividend are the gains that can be realised if increases in life
expectancy are matched by health improvements in how we age and changes in our
individual behaviours and social norms so as to achieve healthy, longer, purposeful
and productive lives. Such changes in how we age can bring about a longevity
dividend at the individual, economic and social level.

® 0 000 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000 0000000000000 000000000000c00 o°

Source: What is a longevity dividend? https://profandrewjscott.com/what-is-the-longevity-dividend
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THE ROLE OF AIPA AND ITS
MEMBER PARLIAMENTS

By Mario Pandu Dewono

The mission of the ASEAN Inter-parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) is to formulate enabling
parliamentary measures to achieve the goals of ASEAN integration, foster inter-
parliamentary cooperation based on multilateralism, and promote rules-based policies on
sustainable, resilient and inclusive development. AIPA offers parliamentary contributions
to ASEAN integration, including to the acceleration of the establishment of the ASEAN
Community and coordinates the parliamentary joint efforts to bring about action and
timely response. Key aspects of Parliamentary Diplomacy in the region take place using
AIPA’s mechanisms and processes for drafting and adopting AIPA Resolutions, through
which Parliaments work to harmonise their representation, legislation and oversight
efforts in response to shared challenges in the current geo-political context.

3.1 AIPA MECHANISMS AND PROCESSES
PLENARY MECHANISMS

The proceedings of AIPA take place within the framework of plenary sessions as described
below:

= First Plenary Session: The First Plenary Session of the AIPA General Assembly
typically serves as the opening session, setting the tone for the entire assembly.
Key components include: Opening Ceremony; Adoption of the Agenda; Election
of Officials; Statements of Head of the AIPA Member Delegations, Observers, and
Guests.

= Second Plenary Session: Presentation of Country Reports by AIPA Member
Parliaments and Deliberation of Draft Resolutions

= Third Plenary Session: Discussion and approval of report

AIPA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The AIPA General Assembly (GA) is the highest policy-making body of AIPA. The
GA allows the representatives of AIPA Member Parliaments to propose Resolutions
which encapsulate parliamentary initiatives and inputs for policy formulation to the
respective governments of ASEAN countries to work together on common regional
concerns. GA Meetings also provide opportunities for Member Parliaments to discuss
specific matters and formulate decisions aligned with the aims and purposes of AIPA.
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THE ROLE OF AIPA AND ITS MEMBER PARLIAMENTS

AIPA COMMITTEES

NATIONAL AIPA SECRETARIATS

Each Member Parliament has an established AIPA National Secretariat or other relevant
office tasked to:

. Serve as national focal point and repository of information on all AIPA matters
. Coordinate the implementation of AIPA programmes
. Coordinate and support the preparations of the General Assembly

O O T

. Promote AIPA identity and awareness at the national level and contribute to ASEAN
Community building

e. Maintain regular contacts with the Secretariat of AIPA

f. Disseminate the approved resolutions by the General Assembly to their respective
parliaments and governments to promote their implementation

g. Inform the AIPA Secretariat of any action taken by their respective parliaments and
governments on resolutions approved, policy and legislative initiatives adopted by
the General Assembly.

AIPA CAUCUS MEETINGS

The annual Caucus is a time for AIPA Member Parliaments to discuss the progress made
on the previous year’s resolutions. The progress report relating to the adopted AIPA
resolutions from the previous year is prepared by AIPA Secretariat and made available
here: https://aipasecretariat.org/elements/aipa-caucus-report.

3.2 AIPA COMMITTEES

The General Assembly may establish Standing, Study and Ad hoc committees or sub-committees
of a standing committee on specific matters to implement the decisions in consonance
with the aims and purposes of AIPA [57].

AIPA STANDING COMMITTEES

The Standing Committees are integral parts of AIPA’s General Assembly structure, playing a
crucial role in the deliberation of the resolutions referred to them, and shall recommend for
adoption by the General Assembly those that, in their judgment, formulate solutions
to address problems of common interest with the goal of delivering timely action and
response by AIPA Member Parliaments.

The Standing Committees during the General Assembly are:

a. Committee on Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA)
b. Committee on Political Matters

c. Committee on Economic Matters

d. Committee on Social Matters

e. Committee on Organizational Matters

f. Committee on Young Parliamentarians of AIPA (YPA)

g. Committee on Joint Communique.



The committees shall study, deliberate on, and act upon the resolutions referred to
them, and shall recommend for adoption by the General Assembly those that, in
their judgment, shall formulate solutions to address problems of common interest
with the goal of delivering timely action and response by AIPA Member Parliaments.

Source: AIPA Guiding Rules and Procedures for the Hosting of the AIPA General Assembly

AIPA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

AIPA’s Executive Committee consists of three delegates from each Member Parliament,
and the President of AIPA is simultaneously the chair of the Executive Committee. Its
main power is to decide on membership of AIPA, as well as agenda-setting [58].

As noted in Article 11, paragraphs 2(a) and 2(c) of the AIPA Statutes:

2(a): The Executive Committee may meet at least three (3) months prior to the
General Assembly.

2(c): The Executive Committee members may, by way of circulating documents or
through video conferencing, prepare the programme, agenda and otherrelevant
matters pertaining to the General Assembly.

Upon the approval of the General Assembly, the agenda proposed by the Executive
Committee shall be discussed in detail by the committees established by the
General Assembly [59].

3.3 AIPA RESOLUTIONS

The preparation, drafting, and submission of AIPA Resolutions follow the process
described below:

PREPARATION

The initiating body (a Member Parliament or the AIPA Secretariat) conducts research.
This process should consist of these steps:

a. Collect information and facts

b. Carefully check the facts and verify the data used

c. Note or recommend primary sources used that can be reviewed for background
information and context, as well as precedents in the AIPA Resolutions Database
(https://aipasecretariat-dms.org/home)

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Every AIPA Draft Resolution shall be accompanied by an Explanatory Note. The
Explanatory Note is the background information on the proposed AIPA Draft Resolution.
It serves as an Executive Summary of sorts. It is also intended for use in the committee
meeting of the General Assembly. As a preview document, it does not form part of the
Resolution, as adopted.

3

THE ROLE OF AIPA AND ITS MEMBER PARLIAMENTS

AIPA RESOLUTIONS

51



52

3

THE ROLE OF AIPA AND ITS MEMBER PARLIAMENTS
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SUBMISSION

The AIPA Draft Resolutions from each Member Parliament shall be submitted through
email by the National Secretariat of AIPA Member Parliaments to the AIPA Secretariat
through the Secretary General of AIPA.

Resolution No 39GA/2018/0rg/06 with the title “Resolution on the Submission of the
Draft Resolutions of AIPA Member Parliaments” requires AIPA Member Parliaments to
submit draft resolutions to the AIPA Secretariat at least six (6) weeks prior to the General
Assembly so that the National Secretariats of the AIPA Member Parliaments can prepare
and work more efficiently.

Theresolution also requires that any proposed resolution submitted less than six (6) weeks
before the General Assembly shall be considered as a submission not for the upcoming
General Assembly, but for the one after that, because AIPA Member Parliaments are
required to resubmit their proposed draft resolutions by the deadline.

However, any AIPA Member Parliament may request the inclusion of an emergency Draft
Resolution in the agenda of the AIPA General Assembly. The submission must be made at
least seventy-two (72) hours before the meeting of the Executive Committee. Only one
emergency draft resolution will be included by the Executive Committee in the agenda
of the General Assembly.

For Emergency resolutions, submission shall be through a letter signed by the Speaker
of the submitting AIPA Member Parliament.

Draft Resolutions should then be deliberated in corresponding Committee Meetings
where it shall consequently recommend adoption by consensus, which in their judgment,
shall formulate solutions to address problems of common interest. When consensus
cannot be achieved, the draft resolution is dropped from the discussion, and may be
re-submitted.

3.4 RESOLUTION IMPLEMENTATION BY AIPA
MEMBER PARLIAMENTS

Because AIPA resolutions are advisory and not legally binding, it is up to each Member
Parliament to consider how matters from the adopted resolutions can be integrated into
the national laws and policies, and how those laws and policies will be monitored.

This section provides a brief summary of the concrete courses of action taken to
implement an AIPA resolution in two specific cases, by the Parliaments of Cambodia and
Lao PDR, respectively.



3.4.1 CAMBODIA: AIPA DIGITAL LAW LIBRARY

Resolution Number RES.43GA/2022/0rg/13

Resolution Title Resolution on the Establishment of AIPA Digital Law Library
Proponent of the Resolution Cambodia

Subject Category Organisational

Year Adopted 2022

The Resolution on the Establishment of AIPA Digital Law Library was initiated by The
National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia, and adopted during the 43rd AIPA
General Assembly in 2022.

As with other AIPA resolutions proposed by the Cambodian Parliament, the research
and drafting of the resolution and attached explanatory note was done by the ad hoc
committees (MPs) in charge of content with support from the task force assigned to
support the relevant standing committee.

Following the 2022 AIPA General Assembly, according to Cambodian practice, the
adopted RES.43GA/2022/0rg/13 was forwarded to the government via the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. In some cases resolutions can also be copied to the Council of Ministers.

Actions taken by the Cambodian Parliament to implement the resolution are as follow:

1. A bilateral meeting was convened on 23 July 2023, with H.E. Suos Yara, Member
of the National Assembly of Cambodia and the AIPA Secretariat, where both sides
discussed matters related to the establishment of the AIPA Digital Law Library.

2. In preparation for the Task Force Meeting on the Establishment of the Digital Law
Library and Enhancement of the Guidelines of AIPA Engagement with Externals, the
AIPA Secretariat convened a preparatory meeting with the National Secretariats of
AIPA Member Parliaments on 10 January 2024,

3. The First Meeting of the AIPA Task Force on the Establishment of the AIPA
Digital Law Library and Enhancement of Guidelines of AIPA’s Engagement with
Externals was held from 16 to 19 January 2024. More than 25 parliamentarians and
parliamentary staff across the region gathered in Jakarta, Indonesia for the meeting,
which was chaired by Hon. Sanya Praseuth, Member of the National Assembly of
Lao PDR. Participants discussed the establishment of the Digital Law Library and
Enhancement of the AIPA Guidelines with Externals.

4. In preparation for the second day of the Task Force Meeting, the AIPA Secretariat
had a briefing with Hon. Dr. Ly Chheng, Head of the Cambodia Delegation, Member
of the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia on 18 January 2024.

5. Starting in 2023, The National Assembly of Cambodia has taken the initiative to
develop a mobile application through which the AIPA Digital Law Library can be
accessed. A working group within each respective Member Parliament is now
responsible for sharing new pieces of legislation with the AIPA Secretariat, who play
a coordination role to upload the content to the mobile application.

W
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3.4.2 LAO PDR: FOSTERING ENGAGEMENT WITH YOUNG PEOPLE

Resolution Number RES.43GA/2022/Soc/04

Resolution Title Resolution On Fostering Engagement with Young People
Through a Sustainable, Resilient, And Prosperous ASEAN
Community

Proponent of the Resolution AIPA Secretariat, AIPA Member Parliaments

Subject Category Social

Year Adopted 2022

The Resolution on Fostering Engagement with Young People through a Sustainable,
Resilient, and Prosperous ASEAN Community was initiated by AIPA Secretariat and AIPA
Member Parliaments, and adopted during the 43rd AIPA General Assembly in 2022.

Aligned with this vision, the National Assembly of Lao PDR has taken a number of
supportive steps, involving both legislation and the Parliament’s own engagement.

Because more than half of the population of the Lao PDR is young, the Lao Parliament has
undertaken the adoption and amending of laws to support the area of youth development
consistent with AIPA Resolution RES.43GA/2022/Soc/04. These steps include:

1. Issued the Lao Youth and Adolescent Development Strategy 2021-2030, to promote
youth engagement and participation in contributing to all national development
works and activities

2. Adoption of the Law on Lao Revolutionary Youth Organization
3. Adoption of the Law on Lao Youth (2023)
4. Adoption of the Law on Lao Youth and Adolescents

5. Young National Assembly (NA) deputies of Vietnam and Laos held talks in Vientiane
on December 23 as part of the two countries’ Solidarity and Friendship Year 2022

6. Amendment in 2023 of the Law on the Protection of the Rights and Interests of
Children

These take place in the context of the current Ninth Legislature of the Lao National
Assembly, where they are 13 young parliamentarians under the age of 45, or 7.92% of
the total members. The Parliament has also established the Young National Assembly to
oversee and promote youth activities.



ANNEX: VIENTIANE DECLARATION ON
THE ADOPTION OF THE MASTER PLAN
ON ASEAN CONNECTIVITY 2025

6 SEPTEMBER 2016

WE, the Heads of State/Government of the Member States of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (hereinafter referred to as ASEAN), namely, Brunei Darussalam, the
Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao Peoples Democratic Republic,
Malaysia, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the
Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, on
the occasion of the 28th ASEAN Summit in Vientiane, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic;

REAFFIRMING the vision of ASEAN Leaders to build an ASEAN Community that will
contribute to a more competitive, resilient and well-connected ASEAN;

RECALLING the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity adopted by ASEAN Leaders in Ha
Noi, Vietnam, on 28 October 2010. RECALLING FURTHER the Kuala Lumpur Declaration
on ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together signed by all ASEAN Leaders at the 27th
ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in November 2015 which adopted the ASEAN
Community Vision 2025, the ASEAN Political-Security Community Blueprint 2025, the
ASEAN Economic Community Blueprint 2025 and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community
Blueprint 2025;

RECOGNISING that enhancing ASEAN Connectivity would continue to benefit all
ASEAN Member States, through improved physical, institutional and people-to-people
linkages, by promoting greater competitiveness, prosperity, inclusiveness and sense of
Community;

EMPHASISING the importance of the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025 in
building the ASEAN Community as well as in supporting the implementation of the
ASEAN Political-Security Community Blueprint 2025, the ASEAN Economic Community
Blueprint 2025, the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Blueprint 2025, ASEAN sectoral
work plans, and the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAl) Work Plan lll, as well as in
enhancing synergies with other sub-regional and inter-regional frameworks;

COMMENDING the work of the ASEAN Connectivity Coordinating Committee in
developing the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025 with the relevant ASEAN
Sectoral Bodies and the ASEAN Secretariat;

EXPRESSING appreciation for the support shown by our Dialogue Partners and external
parties towards the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025 and their readiness to
partner with ASEAN in the implementation of the Master Plan;
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DO HEREBY:

1. ADOPT the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025, which shall be an integral
part of the ASEAN 2025: Forging Ahead Together;

2. AGREE that the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025 will be the successor
document to the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity adopted on 28 October 2010;

3. RESOLVE that ASEAN Member States as well as relevant ASEAN Organs and
Bodies shall implement the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025 in a timely
and effective manner;

4. TASK relevant ASEAN Ministers, the Secretary-General of ASEAN, the ASEAN
Connectivity Coordinating Committee, other relevant ASEAN Organs and Bodies,
as well as National Coordinators and Focal Points, to coordinate closely with
relevant stakeholders and to mobilise adequate resources for the implementation
of the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025; and,

5. TASK the ASEAN Connectivity Coordinating Committee to monitor, evaluate and
report the progress and challenges of implementation of the Master Plan on ASEAN
Connectivity 2025 to the ASEAN Summit on a regular basis through the ASEAN
Coordinating Council in consultation with the ASEAN Political-Security Community
Council, ASEAN Economic Community Council and ASEAN Socio-Cultural
Community Council.

3
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ADOPTED in Vientiane, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic this Sixth Day of September
in the Year Two Thousand and Sixteen, in a single original copy, in the English Language.

ON ASEAN CONNECTIVITY 2025
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THE WORK OF THE PARLIAMENTARY CENTRE OF
ASIA (PCASIA)

To support regional peace, harmony and mutual understanding, PCAsia offers capacity
development to Parliaments in the ASEAN region, based on the demands or requests of
each Parliament.
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PARLIAMENTARY RESEARCH TRAINING

| have had the chance to practice research skills,
legislative and problem analysis, which have
strengthened my productivity in successfully
dealing with technical support in my workplace.

In addition, | have made new friends and
participated in culture exchange with participants
from other ASEAN counties.

Ms Sousada Keomany, National Assembly of the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic
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PCAsia further supports Parliaments to ensure that parliamentarians have access to evidence-
based knowledge and research resources to support their decision-making.
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FISCAL ANALYSIS CAPACITY TRAINING
We can continue this training again and again so

my colleagues can also join it. What we want is the
knowledge and the skills.

e e e 0000000000000

Ms Marihot, House of Representatives of Indonesia
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In fact, parliamentary staff who participated in a recent intake of the PCAsia Training
Programme on Parliamentary Diplomacy contributed many of the articles included in this
Atlas, an example of the learning-by-doing approach employed by PCAsia.
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11
PARLIAMENTARY DIPLOMACY TRAINING

The training programme has prepared me well
for my current job, as | have been equipped with
knowledge and practical skills to provide services
and support to senators.
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Besides that, | also increased my communication,

/s

problem-solving and collaboration skills.

Mr Oun Samrach, Senate of Cambodia
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TRAINING OF TRAINERS PROGRAMME

| would like to encourage you to join the courses
of PCAsia so you can learn something new and you
can enhance your capacity in order to do your best

in your job.

Ms Pathomporn Raksapolmuang, House of
Representatives of Thailand
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on 14 and T3 Augurt 2022 in Vientiane Capital, Lac POR
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Fiscal Analysis Capacity Training Workshop on Good Governance Practices
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) Sarawak-Sabah ¥ - et
H) Philippines-Sabah

) Su Ngai Kolok — Rantau Panjang
J) Khlong Ngae — Gurun

K) Sarawak - P. Malaysia

L) East Sabah — North Kalimantan
M) Lao PDR — Myanmar -

N) Thailand — Myanmar '

0) Singapore - Sumatra

P) Kalimantan - Java \

Q) Sumatra - Java

Existing Interconnections ...,
1) MaeMoh3 —Nan2—HongSa /-
2) Khon Kaen 4—Loei 2 - Xayaburi

3) Udon Thani 3—Na Bong—Nam Ngum 2

4) Udon Thani 3—Na Bong

5} Nakhon Phanom - Thakhek—Theun Hinboun
6) Nakhon Phanom 2 - Thakhek—Theun Hinboun
7) Roi £t 2—Suvannakhet—nNam Theun 2

8) Ubon Ratchathani 2 - Houay Ho

9) Ubon Ratchathani 3——Pakse—Xe Plan Xe Namnoi
10)Sadao- Chuping ~ _ South \
11) Khlong Ngae - Gurun ~

12) Plentong - Woodlands ~
13)West Kalimantan - Sarawak

14) Xekaman 1 — Pleiku 2

15) Xekaman 3 — Thanh My

16)Chau Doc — Takeo — Phnom Penh

17) Ban Hat- Kampong Sralao

18) Ban Hat- Stung Treng

19)Watthana Nakhon — Aranvaprathet — Industrial Estate Source : ISEAS Report, Dec. 2023
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—— AAE-1: Asia Africa Europe-1 ——  APG: Asia Pacific Gateway —  SMW-5: SeaMeWe-5

—— AAG: Asia-America Gateway Cable System ——  M(T: Malaysia-Cambodia-Thailand Cable ~ —— TGN-IA: Tata TGN-Intra Asia
—— ADC: Asia Direct Cable —  SJC2: Southeast Asia-Japan Cable 2 — UMO
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2.1 2910 INTMIN1IAIVCIAN ST (AL NIV2TNY1Y
9299039091

2.1.1. 2UNJOIUAD VN INMI829) (IO £T0913 U

2UUNJONURNNERNCNIRIN (AT SJULNsUNILRLITYINIY

Countries Population Gross I)o(-g;}i; Froduct GDP per capita
Viet Nam I s408.78 Is54.109
Thailand [JJJJ 66.1m I 5495.35 57,494
Singapore | 5.6M I 5466.78
Philippines [[EFE3YI I s5404.38B 33,624
Myanmar [ 55.8m | se0.98 | $1.093
Malaysia [J]32.7M I 54078 512448
Lao PDR [7.4M |s15B | 2,022
Tndonesia 275.7M 54,778
Cambodia [J16.5M | $29.68 | $1.758
Brunei [4435K |s16.78

Source; ASEAN Statistical Yearbook 2023

_ Relative share of the agricultural industrial and service sectors in SE ﬁ.sia economies

2 i
80%
0%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

Myanmar {ambodia Laos VietNam Indonesia Philippines Thailand Malaysia Blunel Singapore
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nucivtacuunasasay

| Statistical Evror

wyI2LU: N9IRUNWAUKIAY (IMF)

jﬁ'm(:m‘qsnn (AT N1V2ENY1890229)03091

fm
S . o \
gz 2UUN2QANNIWUART (e J)299N289918JU
& " . L o R . " o < o . .
§= nuiisenduds MUVAIFVAT nayguajinivéds | Sannaviy gaanmauciiv Fouwd)
2 Fauloags ERIGERLEES Jantoargs tn2sgniudy tnzaniuii nuddudawag
g meSa meda mzda a9ndui (%) 315wé1 (%) tusgju (%)
G .
Brunei | 14,007.3 9,333.2 4,674.1 22.3 29.1 38.7
Cambodia | 20,750.5 29,997.8 ©9,247.3 22.4 17.7 28.1
Indonesia (291,979.1 237447.2 54,5319 26.1 21 21
Laos |9,563.9 7,615.9 1,948.0 24.2 29.4 60
Malaysia | 357,295.6 298,534.4 58,761.3 19.4 25.3 27.1
Myanmar | 16,964.8 17,384.0 -419.2 19.8 21.5 40.8
Philippines 78,929.7 145,102.4 S -66,172.7 58 8.3 24.9
Singapore 514,873.7 475,243.7 39,630.0 12.7 17 25.7
Thailand |287,165.3 305,122.8 T -17,9575 5.8 13.4 21.7
Viet Nam | 370,909.2 358,788.8 12,120.3 10.5 8.5 1.1

TR
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2.1.2 (aaysiai’lansy

lnuzzzn1iu Jiga yig (Prof. Michel Foucher)

(JUBiVAW29Y(IAYHAGIN9Y

32,460

Total funding
(in million US$)
129
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

as of January 12, 2023

7,584

cczjjjé Ju: Horizon ASEAN, n° 41, Jjnsu 2023, n=ly; “e-Conomy SEA 2022, tj1u
Jnzaenilenin, Google, Temasek and Bain

oz Rnd3neulusiBnuduseng gl exmeradod1gioor tnudsuiu 20% &8 3ucfgd
2025. gounzminainazuil 200 Alnaigzmzdn (Bacdu 3.9% sojrouusnuzdnnziiy
wwlu GDP uwiny) M3jeziiusussn 390 Sloasrmzdn wwud 2025 wax 1,000
OloQieeoedn wwud 2030. :n°11J2zmU°|Uﬁaﬁﬁnéucﬁsutoaazcwﬂjmumajmjo, nau
8u49 war NWIng) (Nwsdies, 9ww), NWEBENtnsTN, §eouay war NwWdHANw
n13EwNWEL. nuernuwdoll ugpiitensugiiiiieestan (4.9% wd 2023).
nemnfnsuisudoudrgmneuton)y, Urgneuiig wudocdey way HASeulufiy; e
8n199su1s 460 S1wdu. Jumiimndiody wodnowwdsivnusuEsundiSuiindshiy,
duney way GO3twn, nudaruadwdjcondsy, AU war nwduns) M3xRnsuty
22030 U228I9212 5.

o (24 DO fd v J’ 2 2 o 2 ] :"\
nugrngwfiogssnnzRndInsy Snlditindgtinediuiudzugiet TueInIuau
2 ol d"\ 2 <« 1 AU
AEWNMIHWAIVEY (T adIUdInIUNIGWLIR-2ngY,  Tug001NTuN=inne
o o o o b & o o o
gjudesSuwndnluaztunniy (Uenjuiiuaouusnusdnnzduwitly GDP (14.2%
o =Y &, & v & ' R
Tud 2022). nuucfivwidwintue Tuaunsuniudiyty (TnuauniugsnaiwoInsuyua U
QO 2 o O (x4 1 o 2 b ('!Z 0“4 o
€z WIRIUE war Nddni). figinlaonmu, sigjusctnltbidiunuiEsulyjaiu
(% ' « s 2 2 2 OO
winy coudwigrandes wdwarujunidwdingy.

anIUNJofivazfunudivwdloofiee i ldidanwiansy  §i5ydudiolagsimudngina,
U @ <II 2 o <!l o L Qo

lnunsunoiusaLdaoles) OECD-G20 Niddjviulny 6 Jzinneigiy 23Nn1dgae iy

U960 T8 Tutonl Tutud, Sulamigy, vziagy, 1udy, N1y, tn war noJouIL.
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2.1.3 nudndeysyudanundu
23ul0y vy Usagizul 8

Sudiclin, ByduduurdnesgyndiIney, tEHningzalomlnni world Wide Web (§
Sy Suy W 1989 war DaldivreBuiiotuguintstdlud 1993 (121, Jukaiiuwa,
WEDnmudiudgusigtmemoy  fieunoruitosiingiudiniulad. dulanniy, nwuzd3nd3
neutd idutEulguyicatutausfiogedomgdiity  loutdhonudivdsuiigdudos
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w2y Horizon ASEAN 2023

. Breakdown of ASEAN 8 tax
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Laos 25513
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| |
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